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offered in the public schools and, without proper supervi-
sion, may be a menace to other children.
However, the feeble-minded group from about 50 to 70
I.Q. are to be found in the schools. The law requires thefti
to attend and inappropriate education makes them conscious
of their deficiency. Their mental handicap frequently is
not recognized at first and they are unjustly blamed for
laziness, inattention, and disturbing behavior. Under a
regime that provides the kind of education suited to their
abilities, they become happy and useful members of society.
In infancy their delayed motor co-ordination in learning
to walk and talk and their backwardness in adapting them-
selves socially to other children and to adults is often over-
looked. Even in the first three grades their inaptitude for
book learning may not be recogni/ed. From the fourth
grade on, however, their failure to meet the school stand-
ards, even when they spend more than the average time in
study; their immaturity in social relationships; their retarda-
tion in verbal expression and information; their inability to
learn games, to make generalizations, to profit by experience,
and to keep out of trouble, all point toward mental retarda-
tion. This impressionistic information should be checked
by a thorough, expert physical and psychological 'examina-
tion, and, in certain cases, by a psychiatric examination.
Suitable Work for Mentally Retarded Children. — There
are many important things for these children to learn. They
should be familiar with certain concrete facts, have sufficient
reading ability to find their way around, form habits of
cleanliness, be able to protect themselves and others from
communicable diseases, choose the right kind and amount
of food, perform other health habits satisfactorily, learn to
use money wisely, engage in wholesome amusements, and
acquire skill in sewing, woodworking, and other kinds of
useful work.
They should have opportunity to learn a trade. A large
number of .different occupations are open to individuals on
various levels of intelligence. Manual laborers, tradesmen,
cobblers, cooks, tailors, painters, bricklayers, and truck

